Notton Parish Council – 6th November 2008
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NOTTON PARISH COUNCIL

WAKEFIELD, WEST YORKSHIRE
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th November 2008 at the Village Hall, Notton

Present

Parish Councillors P Taylor (Chair), C Pilkington (Vice Chair), M Eames and S Selby 

In Attendance 

District Councillor M Cummings

Parish Clerk C Smith
(1)
Apologies

Apologies received from Parish Councillor E Turner and District Councillors G Isherwood and S Lodge.

(2)
Declarations of Personal Interest
P Taylor and C Pilkington’s personal interest in the Village Hall were declared and noted. 
(3)      Parish Issues raised by District Councillors 

Old Royston Christmas tree and others


Cllr Cummings, Cllr Taylor, John Newton and a colleague have met to discuss providing power to the Christmas tree on Hudson Avenue and the positioning of a Christmas tree on the “little green” at Old Royston. 

Kathryn Taylor, Facilities Co-ordinator, Wakefield MDC has informed Cllr Cummings that it is too late to position a Christmas tree at either site this year. However, they will undertake the necessary work and install a Christmas tree at one of the locations next year. Cllr Cummings stated that the Parish Council needs to decide on which site they wish to have a Christmas tree positioned. It was decided by vote that a Christmas tree should be positioned next year at Old Royston.

RESOLVED that Cllr Cummings inform Wakefield MDC that the Council would prefer the tree to be at Old Royston and ascertain the “one off” and ongoing costs associated with positioning a Christmas tree.   

Flower bulbs at Hudson Av / Notton Lane
Cllr Taylor has contacted Wakefield MDC and established that they will plant 1000 flower bulbs next year for £150.00. if they are requested to do so around April.
RESOLVED that this be noted. 


Signs at Old Royston, STOP sign Oliver Twist Crossroads, 30 MPH Sign Chevet Lane 
Cllr Cummings reported that the new speed sign has been ordered and should now be installed. The twisted signs will be straightened and face the appropriate direction and the vegetation has been cleared to ensure clear visibility.
RESOLVED that this be noted.  

Woolley Mill Lane
Cllr Taylor has received written confirmation that WMDC Highways are to erect 
“Unsuitable for HGVs” signs at each end of the lane. 

RESOLVED that this be noted

Play area at Village Hall - Extension

Cllr Taylor has met with a Wakefield MDC Officer and has received a draft design, which was circulated to members. The work estimate was in the region of £10,000 and it was proposed that this be covered by grant applications.

RESOLVED that the Council underwrite the design fee of £500 if the grant applications are unsuccessful.
RESOLVED that Cllr Taylor liaise with Wakefield MDC and the Village Hall.
Overhanging Tree/Dangerous Fence

Cllr Cummings reported that the site had been inspected and the trees will be pruned back by the 16th November 2008.
RESOLVED that this be noted.

Bleakley Lane
A discussion took place regarding traffic calming measures available.  
RESOLVED that Cllr Taylor contact B Wyatt and ascertain where we are regarding road classification and why.
Woolley Crossroads - Overgrown Vegetation
The overgrown vegetation has been cut back and therefore the road signs are now visible.

RESOLVED that this be noted.

Applehaigh Lane - Flooding
Cllr Cummings informed the meeting that Graham West from WMDC was involved in ongoing discussions with the farmer with a view to finding a solution.
RESOLVED that this be noted.

Ginnel – Oliver Twist to the Allotments – overgrown vegetation

Cllr Cummings has had confirmation that the area was cleared on the 8th October 2008.

RESOLVED that this be noted.

 (4)
Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the Meeting held on the 2nd October 2008 were amended as follows:


Page 3: Addition - The Football Posts are to be paid for with play area funds.  The location to be decided by the Parish Council and Wakefield MDC.  

They were then accepted as a true and accurate record.
(5)
Update on Outstanding Issues not itemised separately 
Coking plant Survey
Cllr Cummings stated that the coking plant survey would only be sent to residents with a WF4 2 postcode and live within 2 km of the coking plant. A drop in meeting has been arranged for the 19th November 2008 at the Robin Hood Community Centre.
RESOLVED that this be noted

Bench at Bleakley Lane / Bleakley Terrace
Cllr Taylor reported that the bench would cost £750.00. 
RESOLVED that the work be carried out and the Clerk send an order and map identifying bench location to Paul Platts, WMDC.
Register of Members Interests

Cllr Pilkington circulated Declaration of Members Interest Forms and requested that members complete and return to the next meeting. 


Notice board Key


Cllr Taylor handed the Clerk a replacement set of notice board and filing cabinet keys. 

RESOLVED that this be noted.

(6) Highway Condition Matters
Hudson Avenue/The Oval

Cllr Selby reported that the road repairs have been completed.
RESOLVED that this be noted. 
(7)      Highway Safety Matters


Street Lighting – Chevet Lane


Cllr Taylor informed members that there was no funding available for street lighting on Chevet Lane
RESOLVED that this be noted. 

Horse Riders – George Lane
Cllr Eames requested warning signs at both approaches to the chicane situated outside Gills Farm on George Lane.

RESOLVED that Cllr Taylor contact Wakefield MDC

(8)        Planning Matters

There were no planning matters this month. 
Cllr Pilkington reported that it was clarified at the Town and Parish Liaison Group that the Planning List is comprehensive and complete. 

RESOLVED that this be noted.  
(9)      Financial Matters


The following accounts have been paid since the previous meeting:


Cllr Taylor Newsletter                              £98.40

Allotment Rent   WMDC      
           £5.00


Play Safety   
(ROSPA Report)
         £70.50


The Clerk stated that the cheque sent 18 months ago and not presented was sent to WMDC and was for planting flower bulbs. 


RESOLVED that the amount continue to be shown as unpresented. 

Cllr Taylor has received a written reply from YLCA regarding printing expenses. 


RESOLVED that members are able to claim 8p per sheet for any printing undertaken for distribution to other Councillors or the public and that members keep a tally and submit a bill at the end of the year.


Audits 

The Clerk updated the meeting on progress undertaken to date.


Cllr Cummings informed members on the procedure to be followed and offered the Clerk advice and assistance.


RESOLVED that the Clerk contact YLCA for further advice and progress the matter as quickly as possible.


 (11) Correspondence

Wicksteed Playscape Catalogue

Wakefield Metropolitan Borough Council – Invoice for £5.00 – Allotment land rent 
Wakefield Metropolitan Borough Council – Families Information Service – Leaflets and Poster for Display

Wakefield Metropolitan Borough Council – Family Services – two points of entry to full time schooling - Leaflets and Poster for Display

Unity Bank Statement – 1st October 2008

Society of Local Council Clerks – Forms, Records and Registers for Local Councils

YRCC – Conference and AGM – 29th November 2008 – Whixley Harrogate – Conference booking form and supporting documentation

AON – Request for further information

The Planning Inspectorate – Highways Act 1980 Section 119 – Notton Public Footpath No 11

Communities and Local Government – Codes of conduct for local authority members and employees – A consultation

ROSPA Report
RESOLVED that:

a) FOI document emailed to Cllr Taylor and Cllr Pilkington is sent by hard copy to all Parish Councillors for adoption at the next meeting
b) Clerk informs AON that the Safety surfacing is that located at the play area.

c) ROSPA Report – The Clerk and Cllr Taylor obtain quotes for painting the playground equipment.

d) YRCC Conference – Cllr Pilkington is unable to attend.

e) Code of Conduct Document – members to read and bring comments back to next meeting.

(12)
Allotment Issues

Cllr Taylor circulated a plan of the allotments at The Oval highlighting the line of proposed posts and proposed unpaved access track, which will allow safe access to the allotment sites. The costing to undertake the work is £2740.00 plus VAT. 

RESOLVED that the work be carried out by Groundwork. Cllr Taylor will contact Jenny Harrington at Wakefield Council to instruct the work and to factor the access track into the mowing schedule. 

The Clerk informed the meeting of Wakefield MDC’s procedure to be followed when an allotment holder does not cultivate their plot.

RESOLVED that this be noted.
(12)
Grounds Maintenance Issues
T & D Contractors
It was noted that T&D have not submitted an invoice recently.

RESOLVED that the Clerk contact T&D regarding the submission of an invoice before the next meeting.

(13)    Quality Parish Council Status
          No Quality Parish Council status reported. 
(14) Parish Issues

Safe Scheme

Members have not received the additional information promised by Inspector K Bailes. 


RESOLVED that the Clerk contact Inspector Bailes. 

WRTP Meeting

B Martin has received comments and is currently updating the Draft Charter.


RESOLVED that this be noted.


Notton Bonfire

A long discussion took place regarding the recent bonfire. Cllr Pilkington reported his concerns regarding the high number and location of cars parked on George lane.


RESOLVED that Cllr Taylor ask a member of the Bonfire Committee to attend a future meeting to discuss the concerns raised.


West Yorkshire Road Transport meeting
Cllr Pilkington reported that the bus shelter was mentioned at the above meeting.


RESOLVED that this be noted.
 (15)   Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Thursday 4th December 2008 at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall, Notton.
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…………………Chairman
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